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FIREHOUSE BICYCLES Pag 
Baltimore Ave. Re | WOLF CYCLES 


215-727-9692 


4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 11/1/2015 
www.firehousebicycles.com 
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/ Aquarius- You're tending to- 
wards the intense, saturated end 
of yourspectrum. Act with broad 
strokes and striking pigments. 
Carve a home for yourself in the 
Great Mystery. 


Pisces- Something stagnant will 
breathe with new life this week. 
The October wind will gather 
armloads of old magic and half- 
forgotten mending spells before 
lovingly tousling your hair. 


Aries- A warm glow radiates 


Gemini- It's a fine week to take 
everything apart and put it back 
together in a way that more ac- 
curately represents who you 
have become and not who you 
were. Say goodbye to haunted 
trinkets. 


Cancer- Take a moment this 
week to share your unique per- 
spective on a place or object 
with someone you love this 
week. To briefly see it as you do 
will be a priceless gift to them. 


Leo- A simple, raw force will in- 


Libra- Poetry will blossom at the 
apex of your every movement 
this week. Spread flower petals 
of beauty and. mystery.at the 
feet of this city. Old magic runs in 
your delicate veins. 


Scorpio- A group or a place that 
seems boring or annoying is hid- 
ing a nugget of like minds. Walk 
through the swamp _ holding 
your tuning fork high. Find the 
harmony in the darkness. 


from beneath your ribcage 
ee little bones in har 
relief. Build a tiny house out of 
your bones and sleep with your 
arms encircling. It’s time for heal- 
ing sleep. 


Taurus- Beware of Netflix and 
Chill. An interaction that seems 
innocuous. is fueled by unre- 
ciprocated lust for you. Always, 
always, always trust your guts. 
Never be alone with people that 
make you uneasy. 


Question. 
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My life as a comedy writer 


Hey everyone, how are you today? So | 
have a wacky idea for this quadrangle 
of text. It's 3 parts lazy procrastination 
(surprise!), 1 part curiosity, and probably, 
like 6 or 7 parts innovation and genius. | 
thought of ideas for 2 more comix that | 
didn't draw yet. 1 of the major rules | hold 
myself to in making the Admirer is DON'T 
SAVE GOOD IDEAS FOR NEXT WEEK. New 
ideas will come. Walk forward in ephem- 
era. So here are the ideas for the comix, 
and if the spirit moves you, you can draw 
them! Send them in and | can stick them 
on the website, where all the back issues 
live. 


No rules or panel requirements. You can 
interpret this however you wish and get 
weird with it. If it works out, maybe we 
can do some more next week. 


trigue you this week, and pulling 
ona loose thread will lead you to 
an elusive and important piece 
of the puzzle that-is your Great 


Virgo- Take a long moment to 
enjoy your reflection this week. 
Gaze tenderly at your face, awe- 
struck. It's absolutely healthy to 
fall a little bit more in love with 
yourself now and then. 
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Sagittarius- Fact: whenever es 
start a fire, throughout yout life, 
it is the same flame coming back 
to you. From striking a match to 
lighting a stove. Find mystical 
recurrences of your tools every- 
where this week. 


Capricorn- This week you will 
have to make a decision con- 
cerning a matter that nags you: 
will you let it becomeso light 
that it drifts out of your eyes, or 
so heavy that it drips from your 
feet? Either way, let go. 


TF 


1- Two people are standing together, and 
1 of them says, "Whenever | feel boring, | 
just do something totally random that no 
one's ever done before, then | feel totally 
unique again!" Then they throw a copy of 
the Garden State DVD onto a fire, and the 
other person says, "I'm pretty sure some 
one's done that before. 


2- This one is a bit more nebulous. Let's 
work back from the punch line. So this 
person says, "My wife is a Y." The yuks 
come from a misunderstanding based 
ona speech impediment that causes this 
person to articulate their R and L sounds 
as W sounds. Like Elmer Fudd. Got it? So 
someone isn't sure whether or not this 
person is married to a letter Y, or if they 
are lamenting the existential doubt of 
the veracity of their existence. Go wild 
with this one. It's an expert level comic. 
The true meaning of what the person is 
saying is up to you. 


Ask David Otter! --- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - everything always is 
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grasping blindly 
for your eyes 


Emily vs the Darkness 
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It's a washed out wavy day. | ride my bike 
through an overexposed photo parting 
curtains of rising street heat that close 
behind me, swallowing sound, a syrupy 
sea. It's been 7 days since I’ve imbibed 
any alcohol and reality scratches at all of 
my doors, mewling, bringing me dead 
rodents, begging for food. This is my first 
foray into sobriety in years, and | can't say 
that | like it. Social phobias, manic OCD, 
pacing and pacing, they were waiting out- 
side the glow of my whisky fire for the em- 
bers to cool, and now they have me by the 
throat, by the hair, long fingers around my 
torso. Pedal pedal, faster, coasting down 
Frankford. Time dilates and contracts. Ev- 
ery day has at least 4 more hours—240 
more minutes to cower and shiver, to re- 
play every mistake I’ve ever made. | sleep 
less, waking with the first stirrings, the first 
run of the EL train, | wake and | can't sit still 
so | walk around my house, followed by 
my cat, curious and concerned. Down the 
steps, | throw my thigh over my bike seat, 
bare skin catching on leather, and click 
click whir my way down empty streets. | 
find hills, | climb, | find water, | swim, | sit 
in fountains watching tourists frame self- 
ies with me in the background, my thin 
shirt clinging to my gumdrop nipples. | 
ride—always away. Riding beneath trees | 
become one with the susurrus, the drum 
roll glitter of sunlight on mica in the pass- 
ing tar. 
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My drink. The ritual of the beverage. | stop 
and gather supplies. Lemons, vinegar, cay- 
enne, ginger, garlic. | mince and squish 
and mix it all together with cold water. The 
vinegar makes me salivate. | gulp it down 
desperately; my body fills with heat. | ride 
faster. | never stop anymore. If someone 
calls my name | ride faster, tears blowing 
back along my earlobes, spit on my shoul- 
der. Penn Treaty Park, Devil's Pool, the 
abandoned piers in the far south, hidden 
bridges, sandy trash beaches by crum- 
bling Cobbs Creek, fountains, | connect 
the dots in a frantic gesture of constella- 
tion. | scrawl feathers and on smooth sur- 
faces with Sharpies. 
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_ Champion of the Bored 
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Lonely — 
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Aman sees me sitting ona low brick wall in 
Queen’s Village, panting, sweating, patch- 
ing a bike tube. He's walking towards me. 
He has a dog. | see myself through his 
eyes—skinny and insubstantial, panicked, 
eyes darting, grease on my forearms. He 
says something that sounds genial and fa- 
therly but his words stick in the syrup and 
sink. | muster a gash of smile, a crescent- 
eyed nod and a brief laugh, "Ha ha! Yeah!" 
and he goes on his way with a satisfied 
chuckle. The skin beneath my thumbnails 
is pale yellow with pressure as | clamp the 
patch to the tube, willing the glue strength, 
weaving it with my blood as it pulses be- 
neath my thumbnails. 


| must, above all else, remember myself. | 
must remember that my name is spelled 
with my tools and spoken by my bike. | 
stop at a paper store and buy a small note- 
book of creamy blank pages and a hard 
black cover. | buy a Zebra F-402, fine black 
ball-point. My name is blank pages and ink, 
spoken with a thrust of my leg muscles on 
a bike pedal. | feel better already. My tools. 
| reach out my hand in a time of need and 
panic and it comes back, white knuckled, 
shaking, holding my beloved tools. 
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V WP Now I'm in a quiet cafe. Green tea and ice 


cubes at my elbow catch the slanting sun- 
light and fashion it into warbling nonsense 
across my blank page. My legs are shaking 
but the pressure is lessening. The crowd 
screaming in my head is trickling out, start- 
ing their cars and driving home though 
summer gloaming to the suburban neigh- 
borhoods where unproductive ideas live. 
Click. | touch the pen to the page and ev- 
erything is ok. It flows. It sings. It tells me 
my name, over and over again, that | may 
never forget it again. But | will. | always do. 
It's been 7 days since I've had a beer. | want 
to have a beer very badly right now. But | 
don’t want to want that, so | don’t. Just like 
that. 


see you at the crossroads 


..whether you rent or buy, Kevin McGillicuddy can help. 


Kevin McGillicuddy, Realtor® 
kevin.mcgillicuddy@foxroach.com 
Direct/Mobile: 267-270-5577 


Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, Fox & Roach 
Main Office: 215-546-0550 

210 W Rittenhouse Square (Suite 406) 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 


SALES CSERNVIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds : 1-9 


Small-batch Distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave, Philadelphia - (257) 825-4590 
www.Rowhouse$Spirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon until 69m 


GREENSCROVES A 


PICKUP AT THE FARM ON SATURDAYS 
MEAT + VEGGIE * VEGAN SHARES 
SOUP + COFFEE - ARTISAN CHEESE SHARES! 


CITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE 


OME A MEMBER! 
ii c WINTER CSA* 


* USE CODE WESAEARLYBIRO1S AT ONLINE CHECKOUT BY 10.16%) 
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House Show in Point Breeze 
college kid- | just did my homework for the very first time; it felt great! 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Locust Rendezvous 
person 1- Ugh, | would rather get married at a New Jersey highway rest stop. 
person 2- Which one? 

person 1- Uh... 7S. 

person 2- Well that one isn't actually that bad. 
468&Baltimore (on Oct 1) 
gal- It's Halloween first! 


Starbucks 

Floyd employee- We're going to need more pumpkin spice! 

straight chillin’ 
South St 

young white gal 1- Is calling something African racist? 


young white gal 2- Well, it depends of what you're talking about. 


Ray's Happy Birthday Bar 
guy- Hey! The Happy Birthday song isn't copyrighted anymore! You guys should just 
play it over and over here. All day! 


aeross 
1. Profesional criminal 
5. Molecular unit of heredity 
10. A shallow fight 
14. Connection point 
15. Unfamiliar and foreign 
16. Everything in its place 
17. Incapable of being reconciled with 
reality 


1.A brief fit of bad vibes 

2. Cornbread 

3. The figurative lightbuld 

4. A puzzling annoyance 

5. Merriment 

6. Fill with high spirits 

7. The point of a quill 

8. Snake of the sea 

9. Clandestinely 

10. The fastening agent in a saddle stitch 
11. Without mercy or empathy 
22. To aim your energy and hopes 12. To deeply, earnestly love 

24. BMO, or kittens 13. Written with a clackity clack 
25. Deft and experienced 18. Mickey’s dog 

26. Ownable land 23. Just a couple of knights 

29. A private party 24. Sicken with sweetness 

30. Ice block fort/house 25. What the Grim Reaper reaps 
31. Schleps . Fluster to anger 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


The Piazza 

guy 1- Hey did you see the Pope at all? 

guy 2- What are you talking about? 

guy 1- The Pope! Where have you been!? It's all anyone is talking about. 
guy 2- Who the hell are you? 


48&Jefferson 
old gal- (shouting into cell phone) I've divorced you so many times | can't even tell when 
we're married anymore! 


Good Friends Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 
hanks for reading! 


19.On 
20. Hot leaf water 
21. Doesn't forbid 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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or text 603 203 4766 32. Transferred weight from legs to butt . Breastplate 
35. A plant with showy, pendulous flowers 28. Lessened the suffering Saas I |6\0 A 
36. Wheeled apparatus of conveyance Deices the sidewalk LAST E|M/E|N|/D D 
We will list our contest winners one at a time in 37. Serf 31. The only food that never spoils A|P/A|[ClE V 
this spot over the next few weeks. First up: 38. 112.5 degrees on a compass 33. Mountain, sleeping Z, R|IINIEIRISMBE 
39. Augments the 40 across of something full moon, mountain N Blololr 
best illegal street art! 40. The rejected light of an object 34. A bird that likes the beach E ” Go YIRIAIT 
41. Chapters of a song 36. To not believe in WHEEICS 
Our winner is Sarah Cassano, for her surreal, mys- 43. aka the strangler fig 37. Geologic time R{U|C|A BT IH I 
tical wheat pastes, thought provoking imagery, 44. Nimbleness 39. 3 muskateers SIKIUINIK S 
and use of color. Keep it up! 46. Exiles 40. Whipped with a switch WEEO|RIG/A E 
47. Does something to your tongue . Baby eels O|;I1|N S| | R 
See more of her work at odettablue.com 48. Possessing no mental aberration . Disallowed JAM MIN a S 
49. Hasten . In the wake of ‘ BILIElsIslE 
52. Reusable bag . Kept in the glove box alcltiolR 
53. A bad turn . Billiard table fabric 
LH a ALLEL 56. Always .A short, theatrical episode 
O|RIE 


. German mister 
. Sand and a palm tree and nothing else 


57. Take by force 

58. Where websites live 

59. Everything between purple and orange 51. Nature of being I 

60. Carried 54. Took the red pill I 

61. Pillar of the forest 55. Lovably crazy person I 
I 
I 
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1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


Crush this coupon in your hand. 
Let it flow up your arm, Hngieng, 
like motithwash flowing to your chest 


Let it dissolve the shadow that holds you. 


(267) 8584186 


Closed Mondays 


4 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! = 
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1- Which state's-capital is Concord? (Hint, it's David Otter's home state.) 


Breezy’s 


CAFE 


et P OPS oerececesccsccsscosecccecece, 


Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! $ 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 


Nor will you leave hungry, 


thirsty, or lacking in energy. 3 
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SNAAAN 


5 
2 8 
7 9 
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2- Who compsed Swan lake? 

3- What did USSR stand for? 

4- Name the richest character in The Wind and the Willows. 
5- Name the most abundant.metal on Earth. 


Drop it on the ground. 
Walk away. 


